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FCRSIGN  OF  FRUIT 


OraJige  axia  Majdarin  Pros-pects  in  the  Mediterranea-n  Basin 


Summary :     The  market  for  summer  oranges  will  be  dominated  from  now  on 
"by  Brazil,  South  Africa  and  California,  according  to  a  report  from  the  Paris 
Office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.     Fruit  from  Palestine  ceased 
to  be  exported  after  April,  and  Spanish  supplies  vrere  largely  cut  off  by 
mid-June  because  of  a  heavy  infestation  of  fruit  fly  and  declining  condi- 
tion.    It  is  reported  that  the  crop  in  South  Africa  is  good  and  trade  opinion 
is  to  the  effect  that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  shipments,  possibly  uu 
to  10  percent  over  last  season.     Increased  exports  from  Brazil  are  due  more 
to  improvement  of  the -ouality  of  the  fruit,   its  packaging  and  a  good  over- 
seas demand  than  to  increased  production.     For  the  present  summer  it  is 
indicated  that  exports  from  Brazil  will  run  considerably  larger  than  a  year 
ago.     It  m.ay  therefore  be  expected  that  exports  of  California  Valencia 
ora.nges  v;ill  meet  substantial  coraToetition,  and  takings  rill  not  be  hea.vy  if 
values  are  maintained  at  too  high  a  figure. 

Up  to  the  present  time  demand  for  oranges  has  been  good,  partly  as  a 
result  of  the  normal  requirements  for  this  frait  but  mostly  as  a  result  of 
the  small  domestic  crops  of  early  fruits  in  a  nuiaber  of  countrios,  TTith 
small  supplies  of  strawberries,  cherries,  and  apricots,  and  with  the  oixtlook 
for  peaches  rather  poor  this  stimulating  effect  vn.ll  continue  for  some  time. 
It  is  reported  from  London  that  suprjlies  from  Brazil  and  South  Africa  are 
on  the  increase  and  heavj  quantities  are  erqjected  within  the  next  fev;  weeks. 
There  are  reported  to  be  fair  stocks  of  California  oranges  in  London,  It 
is  probable  that  Brazil  and  South  Africa  will  supply  the  major  portion  of 
the  oranges  to  England  up  to  early  August  althcogh  a  limited  quantity  of 
California  fruits  can  always  be  sold.    The  French  market  will  talce  liberal 
Supplies  of  California  Vplencias  in  consequence  of  the  supplement ar;,^  granted 
the  United  States. 

Large  supplies  of  oranges  and  mandai'ins  will  be  available  to  European 
markets  next  winter  from  the  Mediterranean  basin  according  to  present 
prospects.    Up  to  now  the  only  area  estimating  a  smaller  crop  than  last 
season  is  Algeria.    In  Spain  a  large  harvest  -^rith  an  increase  ir.  exportable 
supplies  is  definitely  indicated,    Tlae  crop  in  Italy  is  likewise  larger  and 
since  the  restrictions  on  imports  have  been  removed  wiich  now  appears 
probable,  shipments  to  Central  Europe  should  increase.    Definite  informa- 
tion on  the  recent  development  of  or;inges  in  Palestine  is  lacking  but  here 
also  a  good  set  of  fruit,  a  large  crop,  and  increased  shiments  are  in 
prospect.    Under  these  conditions  increased  conpetition  and  lower  prices  are 
anticipated.    However,  only  small  quantities  of  oranges  are  exported  from 


the  United  States  to  Europe  during  the  v/inter  months.     Consequently  the  size 
of  the  orange  crops  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin  .is    only  corm^et it ive  when 
large  quantities  remain  for  shipment  during  the  late  spring  and  early  summer. 

SPAIN 

The  outlook  for  orange  production  in  Spain  during  the  coming  season 
is  optimistic.     Good  growing  conditions  have  prevailed  throughout  the  spring 
and  are  said  to  be  the  most  fa.vorable  of  the  past  four  years.     Blossoming  was 
good,  and  if  present  expectations  materialize  production  will  he  considerably 
heavier  than  during  the  last  four  years.     If  the  cror^  turns  out  ?i,s  well  as  in 
1931-32,  exports  next  winter  should  run  several  million  boxes  more  thnn  they 
have  during  the  past  year,  provided  the  present  unsettled  political  sitiiation 
does  not  interfere  with  exports.  , 

While  complete  data  are  not  yet  available  on  the  present  season's  ex- 
ports it  is  indicated  that  they  may  apjjroximate  25,500,000  boxes  comppred 
with  24,366,000  in  1934-35.     Jrom  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  the'  end  of 
April,   the  latest  date  for  which  official  dat;-i  are  availfible,   the  tv/o  seasons 
v;ere  comparable  as  to  quantity,   shipments  last  year  h.aving  pjnoimted  to 
22,248,300  boxes,  while  1934--35  amounted  to  22,070,700.     The  increase  for  this 
year  over  last  year  is  e:qjooted  to  resi-lt  from  heavier  shipments  pjfter  the 
end  of  April.     A  very  noticeable  shift  has  taken  lolace  this  last  season  in 
the  direction  of  Sprnlsh  orange  exports.     Q,uantities  moving  to  France  were 
sharply  curtailed  because  of  the  high  duty  imposed  pending  the  conclusion  of 
a  new  trade  agreement  between  the  two  countries.     Increases  took  place  to 
Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  r-nd  Holland.     The  follov/ing  table  gives  detailed 
figures. 


SPAIIT  -  Orange  E-cports 
Crop  years  Ifovember  to  October 


In  boxes  of  70  lbs. 


1933-34 

1934-  -35 

1934-35 
"chru  Aviril 

1935-36 
thr,.  -ti.pril 

Germany 
Erf.  nee 

United  Kingdom 

Holland 

Others 

5,416,000 
7,262,000 
■  7,953,000 
'  1,221,000 
4.670.000 

5, 720,309 
7,844,270 
5,940,269 
1,055,051 
3,796.187 

5,301,187 
6,800,244 
5,408,635 
1,018„623 
3,542.013 

6, 830,633 
3, 556, 533 
6,033,394, 
1,256,768 
4,510,850 

Total 

26,522,000 

24,366,036 

22,070, 702 

22,243,278 

Source:    Resumen  Mensual  de  Esta.distica  del  Comercio  Exterior  de  Espana 
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It  has  "been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  that  an  imoortant  change 
is  taking  place  in  Spanish  orange  varieties  with  activity  directed  towards 
the  Washington  Navel.     It  is  now  reported  tha.t  the  Spanish  Government  is 
interested  in  this  development  and  is  preparing  a  census  of  varieties.  The 
relative  iniportfince  of  this  variety  has  changed  greatly  in  the  past  three 
years  and  it  has  become  quite  popular  both  through  the  replacement  of  frozen 
or  damaged  trees  and  the  grafting  over  of  other  varieties. 

PALESTINE 

Recent  disturbed  conditions  in  Palestine  have  made  the  gathering  of 
full  information  difficult  and  late  reports  are  not  at  h^nd.    At  the  end  of 
April,  however,   crop  prospects  for  both  orpnges  and  grrpefruit  were  good  v/ith 
the  young  fruit  developing  quite  norraplly.     From  the  enoeriencc  of  previous 
years  irrigation  was  carried  out  earlier  than  had  formerly  been  the  practice 
and  it  is  reported  that  a  better  set  of  fruit  resulted.     Grov/ing  v/eather  was 
rather  good  during  most  /of  May  and  no  dnjiiage  is  so  far  reported.  Following 
some  recession  in  total  output  a.nd  export  trade  this  past  season  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  production  ^nd  qua.ntities  available  for  overseas  shipments 
will  show  an  increase. 

The  export  season  was  brought  to  p..  close  for  the  United  Kiu^rdom  on 
April  12  and  for  the  Continent  on  April  24.     Up  to  the  end  of  that  month  total 
shipments  of  all  types  of  citrus  amounted  to  5,894,000  boxes  compared  with 
7,330,000  boxes  in  1934-35.     Both  lemons  and  grapefruit  showed  some  increase 
over  the  previous  year,   the  decline  being  entirely  in  orange  exports.  The 
following  figures  giving  exports  by  type  of  fruit  may  be  of  interest: 

PALBSTII^  -  Exports  of  Citnas  Pruit 


In  thousands  of  boxes 


Oranges 

i.-rppef  ruit 

Lemons 

Totnl 

1931-32 

3632 

150 

8 

3793 

1932-33 

4225 

261 

20 

4506 

1933-34 

5097 

408 

21 

5526 

1934-35 

6508 

792 

31 

7331 

1935-36 

4997 

850 

47 

5894 

Source:     1931-32  to  1934-35,  Weekly  Pruit  Intelligence  Notes, 
Imperial  Economic  Committee,  London. 


1935-36,  The  Palestine  Gazette  No.  595,  May  21,  1936. 

ITALY 

According  to  present  prospects  the  coming  crop  of  oranges  in  Italy 
will  be  large.    Pollowing  a  fairly  light  set  a  year  ago  the  trees  are  carrying 
much  more  fruit  this  year.    A*s  a  result  of  the  removal  of  sanctions  on  July 
16,  1936,  the  Italian  crop  will  bo  available  for  free  shipment  to  the  markets 


of  Europe  in  larger  quantities  than  last  year. 

The  1935-36  crop  tended  to  te  light,  "but  compared  with  previous  seasons 
sizes  v/ere  larger  -md.  the  total  outturn  from  the  standpoint  of  ?;eight  not 
greatly  under  tha.t  of  the  year  "before.    Just  how  large  production  and  exports 
v/ere  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  since  information  relating  to  production 
and  trade  is  not  available.     However,   it  appears  that  nearly  the  usual  quan- 
tity of  oranges  v/as  exported  a,s  Italy  normally  ships  to  Central  Europe,  the 
principal  markets  "being  Germany,  Austria,  Hungary,  and  Switzerland.     The  trade 
v/ith  these  countries  was  not  interrupted.    Lemon  exports  v/ere  reduced  a.s 
ItaJy  is  the  chief  source  of  supply  for  all  of  Europe. 

4 

ALGERIA    -    -  — 

The  season  just  closed  has  "been  a  -remarka"bly  good  one  for  Algeria  in- 
asmuch as  the  orange  and  mandarin  crops  v/ere  good  and  trade  difficulties  "bc- 
tv/een  France  and  Spain  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  opened  a  much  larger  out- 
let in  Erance  for  Algerian  oranges  than  had  previously  been  enjoyed.  Prices 
were  satisfactory  too.  Imports  of  mandarins  and  oranges  into  Erance  from  the 
Colony  showed  a  heavy  increase.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  crop  is  good  but 
present  indications  are  that  it  will  not  reach  the  level  of  1935-36. 

The  success  of  the  past  marketing  season  has  resulted  in  increased 
plantings  of  orange  and  mandarin  trees  in  both  orchards  and  nurseries. 
Varieties  are  much  the  same  as  previously  existing,  but  there  is  apra.rently 
a.  tendency  to  increase  the  number  of  Thompson  Navels.     LocaJ  nurseries  lacked 
sufficient  stock  of  named  varieties  and  a  quantity  was  imported  from  Tunisia. 
The  spring  weather  this  year  has  been  very  moist  and  young  r)lanted  trees  are 
said  to  have  suffered,  v/ith  extensive  collar  rot  being  reported.    At  the 
present  time  the  Erench  quota  of  Spanish  oranges  is  fixed  and  should  there  be  * 
no  disruption  of  arrangements  before  the  next  fruit  sea„son,  Algeria  will  find 
competition  much  more  severe  than  during  this  past  year  and  will  lack  the 
favorable  opportunity  that  she  has  temporarily  enjoyed. 
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